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his great stay and comfort. Mme. Delamalle was a
remarkable woman, possessed of a keen intelligence
and sound judgment. She regarded Ferdinand as in
a real sense her son, and mothered him accordingly.
There was a warmth of affection on both' sides that
made the relationship a singularly happy one, and in
all his wanderings De Lesseps never failed to keep up
a regular correspondence with his " belle-mere " which
was far more detailed and intimate than is common
in such circumstances.
There were five children of the marriage, but only
two, Charles and Victor, survived.
The confidence of the French Government in De
Lesseps' good sense and ability was exhibited in 1842
when he was given the difficult post of Consul-General
at Barcelona.    This was just before Isabella II assumed
full sovereignty of Spain.    The country was still in a
very disturbed state after the recent Carlist revolt.
Moderates and Progressives were at loggerheads, and
the  countryside   was   filled   with   marauding   bands
belonging to one or other of the several factions.    The
diplomatic situation was no less tense, England siding
with the Progressive and France with the Moderates,
The foreign policy of both Powers was dictated by
mutual suspicion and fear.    The game of check and
counter-check was  carried on in  a  dozen  different
capitals, wherever either nation seemed to be exercis-
ing undue influence.    De Lesseps had had to contend
with this sort of thing in Egypt.    Now he had to face
it again in Spain.    Loyal to France, as he was, his
whole nature was opposed to such blind animosity and
stupid mistrust.  He could say, " It is a fine thing, when